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Introduction
You had no knowledge of your family history due to being adopted but you have been
able to obtain the marriage certificate for your birth parents. This provided the starting
point for tracing your family history and the maternal tree has since been completed.
This research will concentrate on your paternal family tree.
Where records have scanned copies online, these have been transcribed as accurately
as possible which means some spellings may vary and/or abbreviations have been
used. All sources of information have been referenced and old parish records are
marked (PR) and civil records are marked (CR).
Census records are a valuable source of information and many of these have been
transcribed. They were recorded with Enumeration District reference numbers (ED),
house schedule number (SN), piece number (PN) and page number (p.). These
references allow another individual to source the actual document.

Ethical Considerations
We discussed that some facts found within the research might be sensitive such as
illegitimacy and ancestors with criminal records. You were not concerned about these
‘skeletons in cupboards’ and would be happy to be informed if such facts were found to
be true. We also discussed the possibility that living relatives might be found and I
explained that I would be unable to give details of living relatives without their
permission, but would be happy to contact them, should this be possible, on your behalf
should you so desire. This would be at an extra cost that would be agreed in advance. I
also made it clear that I was registered with the Information Commissioners Office (ICO)
and abide by the legislation under the Data Protection Act. This means that your family
information is kept securely on a password protected computer, will not be shared by
anyone without your permission and will not be used for any purpose other than that
which we have agreed.
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Copyright
You will be the owner of the report that has been produced and are able to share it with
family and friends. However, I retain the copyright of the document and should be
referenced on any copies that are made. If you would like to publish this report on the
Internet, then you must seek my permission and give reference to me. I also agreed to
seek your permission if I wished to publish part of this report on the Internet via my
business website even though I hold the copyright.

Aim of the Research
Following your meeting with a specialist adoption counsellor it has now been confirmed
that you are the legitimate child of James and Mabel IRVING and that it was due to their
impoverishment that you were given up for adoption. Now that you have certainty
regarding your heritage the aim of this research is to find out further information
regarding the paternal side of your family. This report will start with the information given
in the previous report on your maternal side so that there is a natural flow into this report.
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The
IRVINGs
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James Stafford IRVING
You are already aware that his wife was Mabel Rachel Duke LAKE and his mother was
Florence NAUGHER. His date of birth is confirmed in two documents. His death
registration gives the 10th February 1914 (England & Wales, Death Index, 1916 – 2007.
Vol. 7c. p. 2262), but no place of birth, as does his father’s military record which also
shows he was born in Southwick, Sunderland. (British Army WW1 Service Records,
1914 – 1920 for James Stafford IRVING).
The adoption counsellor informed you that James had been married previously, with two
children, and that his wife became terminally ill. It was your mother Mabel who nursed
his first wife and it was on the hospital ward that a relationship flourished between your
parents. From this information, it was found his first wife was Irene M JONES and they
were married in the fourth quarter of 1938 in Hendon, Middlesex (England & Wales, Civil
Registration Marriage Index, 1916 – 2005. 3a, 1611). Irene’s death record shows that
she died July 1954 in Pancras, London (England & Wales, Civil Registration Death
Index, 1916 – 2007. 5d, 324). From what you have been told there were two children,
which I can confirm, from this first marriage and when you were conceived the family
were living in a two-room home in extreme financial difficulties and felt that adoption was
the best option for their child. I can confirm that they did go on to have a daughter (your
full-blood sister) and that after James died Mabel took all three children back to New
Zealand. Due to the privacy of these children I cannot provide their names but am trying
to trace and contact them.
His probate record gives the date and place of death for James, the 12th December 1973
in Purton Swindon. The actual record shows the value of his estate:
IRVING, James Stafford of 2 Waite Meads Clo[se] Purton Swindon
died 12 December 1973 Administration with Will Oxford
24 July £3103 742808047H
(England & Wales, National Probate Calendar (Index of Wills and Administrations), 1974)
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James IRVING
James IRVING is your paternal grandfather. James’ military records give a wealth of
information about him. He signed up when he was 24 years 6 months old on the 29th
November 1915. He was 5’8” tall and had a 37-inch chest when fully expanded. His
religion is noted as being Church of England. His next of kin details provide the name of
his wife and date of his marriage: Florence IRVING, nee NAUGHER, married 30th
August 1913. Their address is recorded as 3 Edward Burdis Street, Southwick,
Sunderland. Some of the older housing in this street can still be seen on Google Maps.
Two children are listed on the record, James Stafford IRVING, 10/02/1914, and Arthur
Naugher IRVING, 15/11/1918, showing that James had a brother.
It appears that he was drafted to the war as the papers contain a question stating “Did
you receive a Notice, and do you understand its meaning, and who gave it to you?” he
has replied “Yes, G T Gaygill”. It also states that he will be “required to serve for one day
with the Colours and the remainder of the period in the Army Reserves, in accordance
with the provisions of the Royal Warrant dated 20th Oct., 1915, until such time as you
may be called up by order of the Army Council.” James has listed his occupation as a
labourer but he is literate as evidenced by his signature on the documents:

Figure 1: Signature of James IRVING
(British Army WWI Service Records, 1914 – 1920)

The record goes on to show that he joined the Royal Garrison Artillery at some point and
on the 21st June 1916 he was posted overseas. He went abroad again leaving
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Southampton on the 15th May 1917, arriving in Havre one day later. This is where he
was injured and records show him being on the War Office Casualty list following being
shot in the right leg and admitted to hospital in Rouen on the 24th September 1917. It
looks like was then sent home as he was admitted to Reading War Hospital on the 16th
October 1917.
He was then returned to France as records show he suffered gas poisoning resulting in
a 7-day hospital stay in Boulogne on the 14th October 1918. It was after this that he was
discharged by the Shorncliffe Office in Kent on the 19th February 1919, and left the army
from the Ripon Discharge Centre. He gives his occupation on discharge as a Miner and
although still living in the same road, he and his family have moved to No. 10.
His Regiment number is listed as being 72962, Rank L/Bdr, with the Royal Garrison
Artillery.
As stated above the records above showed that James had a second son, Arthur
Naugher IRVING born on the 15th November 1918. Arthur married in the first quarter of
1940 (England & Wales, Marriage Index, 1916 – 2005. Vol. 10a. p. 1788). It would
appear that he had three children, two of whom are son’s. These children would be
cousins and could be direct line relatives. He died in the first quarter of 1986 in
Sunderland. (England & Wales, Death Index, 1916 – 2007. Vol. 2. p. 1880.) Arthur would
be your great uncle.
With these rich military records, more information can be garnered for your grandfather.
James’ birth is registered in the third quarter of 1891 as James Benjamin S IRVING, in
Sunderland, Durham (England & Wales, Civil Registration Birth Index, 1837 – 1915, Vol.
10a, p. 701). Being born this late in the year he would not appear on the 1891 census
but he can be found on the one taken in 1901 which records that they are living in a tworoom home:
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This census record gives the details of your great grandparents; Charles and Margaret
IRVING, showing Charles was working as a labourer in a shipyard in Sunderland.
Census Record for James B S IRVING 1901
Address

Name

Relationship
to Head of
House

Condition
as to
Marriage

26 Clockwell
St.

Charles
Head
Ma
Irving
Margaret
Wife
do
Lydia
Daur
do
James
Son
do
Abbreviations: Ma = married. do. = ditto. Daur = Daughter.

Age at
last
birthday
F
M

Rank, Profession
or Occupation

Where born

36

Labourer
Shipyard

Yorks, Hull

35
12

9

Durham,
Sunderland
do do
do

do

Reference:
Census. 1901. England. Sunderland, Durham. ED. 23. SN. 425. PN. 4724. pp. 70 - 71.
http://www.ancestry.co.uk : accessed 20 November 2016.

By 1911 James has moved to his other set of grandparents: James and Mary
STAFFORD. This makes it very likely that the S initial in his name is STAFFORD. James
is 19 and working at the coal mine as a coal miner – set rider. (Census. 1911. England.
Southwick, Sunderland, Durham. ED. 2. RD. 555. PN. 30236.) His grandparents, James
and Mary are aged 66 and 64 respectively. James, a retired bottle maker, was born in
Stourbridge, Staffordshire and Mary in South Shields, Durham. Sadly this census shows
that during their 46 years of marriage they had a total of 7 children but only three of them
were still alive in 1911.
With regards to the occupation of James in 1911 a set-rider has the following definition:
“Set Rider aka an Incline Rider, rides on trams or tubs on haulage planes, either
underground or on the surface, attaches and detaches the set of tubs when necessary, and
gives a signal if a tub runs off the rails, in some districts applies a brake when necessary, in
other districts this is done by a brakesman.”
(Ref: http://www.rootschat.com/forum/index.php?topic=385870.0)

The next record for James Benjamin S IRVING is a record of his marriage:
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Marriage Record for James B S IRVING
Name:

James B S Irving

Spouse Surname:

Naugher

Registration Year:

1913

Registration Quarter:

Jul-Aug-Sep

Registration District:

Sunderland

Records on Page:

Edward Bowen
Josephine Clark
James B S Irving
Florence Naugher
rd

Reference: Marriages (CR) England. Sunderland, Durham. 3 Quarter 1913. IRVING, James B S and
NAUGHER, Florence. Collection: England & Wales, Civil Registration Marriage Index, 1837 – 1915.
www.ancestry.co.uk : accessed 28 November 2016.

It is his death certificate that gives his date of birth:

Death Record for James B S IRVING
Name:

James Benjamin S Irving

Birth Date:

24 May 1891

Date of Registration:

Sep 1969

Age at Death:

78

Registration District

Sunderland

Inferred Country:

Northumberland

Volume:

1a

Page:

1828

Reference: Deaths (CR) England. Sunderland, Northumberland. September 1969 IRVING, James Benjamin
S. Collection: England & Wales, Civil Registration Death Index, 1916 – 2007. http://www.ancestry.co.uk :
accessed 28 November 2016.

I was unable to find a probate record for James so the only way to ascertain the exact
date and cause of his death would be by purchasing his death certificate.
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Charles IRVING
The census above shows Charles, your great grandfather, to be 36 in 1901, giving an
approximate year of birth as 1865, in Hull, Yorkshire. Using this information his birth
record was sourced:
Birth Record for Charles IRVING
Name:

Charles Archibald Irving

Registration Year:

1867

Registration Quarter:

Apr-May-Jun

Registration District:

Sculcoates

Inferred Country:

Yorkshire East Riding

Volume:

9d

Page:

106

Reference: Births (CR) England. Sculcoates, Yorkshire East Riding. 2 nd Quarter 1867. IRVING, Charles
Archibald. Collection: England & Wales, Civil Registration Birth Index, 1916 – 2007.
http://www.ancestry.co.uk : accessed 28 November 2016.

I was not able to find Charles on the 1871 census but he can be found on the 1881
census. He is living with an aunt, Mary J FRIEND, and he is described as a ‘nephew’.
Mary is listed as a ‘wife of seaman’ and her husband does not appear on the census so
would have been at sea. (1881 Census. Sunderland. ED. 2a. PN. 5003. p. 93.) Charles is
recorded as being a glass blower which ties in nicely with the 1891 census. By not being
able to find Charles on the 1871 census it means that there is no census record to show
who his parents, your great, great grandparents were.
Charles Archibald IRVING married ‘Meggie’ STAFFORD on the 28th June 1886 in
Southwick, Durham and the record shows that her father was James STAFFORD and
his father was Archibald Allen IRVING. You now have the name of your 3 x great
grandfather, Archibald.
Charles was 19 which matches his birth record.
Film No. 1885614.) By 1891
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Census Record for Charles Archibald IRVING 1891
Address

Name

Relationship
to Head of
House

Condition
as to
Marriage

22 King St
Southwick

Charles
Head
M
Irving
Margaret
Wife
M
do
Harriet
Daur
do
Lydia
Daur
do
Abbreviations: M = married. do. = ditto. Daur = Daughter.

Age at
last
birthday
F
M

Rank, Profession
or Occupation

Where born

26

Glass Maker
(Windows)

4

Yorkshire
Hull
Durham,
Sunderland
do do

2

do

25

do

Reference:
Census. 1891. England. Sunderland, Durham. ED. 3. PN. 36. pp. 36. http://www.ancestry.co.uk : accessed 28
November 2016.

Harriet is not showing on the 1901 census, transcribed above, but a quick search shows
that she is staying with her grandparents, James and Mary STAFFORD (1891 census
for Monkwearmouth. ED. 20. PN. 4724. P. 23) There are no records to show any further
children being born after James.
Margaret would be your great grandmother and she was born in the summer of 1865,
named Margaret Fenwick STAFFORD. Like your birth mother Mabel’s family, this family
also passes down the mothers’ maiden names to the children. With her surname being
STAFFORD it is highly probable that ‘S’ in her son’s name was Stafford.
Sadly your great grandmother was not destined to live a long life and further records
show that James was widowed when Margaret died in 1903. Margaret was only 37.
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Death Record for Margaret IRVING
Name:

Margaret Irving

Birth Date:

abt. 1866

Registration Quarter:

Apr-May-Jun

Age at Death:

37

Registration District

Sunderland

Inferred Country:

Durham

Volume:

10a

Page:

388

Reference: Deaths (CR) England. Sunderland, Northumberland. 2 nd Quarter 1903 IRVING, Margaret.
Collection: England & Wales, Civil Registration Death Index, 1916 – 2007. http://www.ancestry.co.uk :
accessed 28 November 2016.

As a widower James would be responsible for his three children, Harriet (16), Lydia (14)
and your grandfather, James, (11). The 1911 census shows that he remarried and had
further children.

There are several points of note on this census. Firstly the children from his first
marriage are not living with him and his new wife. Secondly Charles has made a few
errors (according to the enumerator who would have done the crossings out). Charles
has recorded 2 children being born alive with 3 children still living. This has been
amended to three children born alive and three children still living. Yet only two children
show on the census record and if Charles and Ellen have been married about five years
then the two children could be correct.
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Census Record for Charles Archibald IRVING 1911.
Name and
Surname

Charles
Archibald
Irving
Ellen Irving

Relationship
to head of
family

Head

AGE (last
birthday)
and SEX

Particulars as to Marriage

M

S/M/W

Years of
present
marriage

Children
born
alive

Children
still
living

Married

5

2

3

Children
who
have
died
0

Married

5

3

3

0

F

44

Wife

28

Claude
Son
3
Single
Henry
Irving
Margaret
Daughter
1
Single
Jane Irving
Number of Rooms, not including scullery, landing closet,
Bathroom nor warehouse, office or shop
2

Profession
or
Occupation
of Persons
aged ten
years and
upwards

Birthplace

Coal Miner
Hewer

Hull
Yorkshire
New Seaham
Durham
Sunderland
Durham

Sunderland
Durham
I declare this schedule is correctly filled up to the best of my
knowledge and belief
Signature:
Charles Archibald Irving
Postal Address: 26 Back South Railway St. Seaham Harbour, Durham

Reference:
Census 1911. England. Easington, Durham. ED. 5. RN. 552. PN. 30024. http://www.ancestry.co.uk : accessed 28 November 2016.

A further record shows that Charles was in the same area in 1932 when a newspaper
report shows that he found a washed up body on the sands at Seaham Harbour:
SEAHAM TRAGEDY
__________
Grocer’s Assistant Drowned
Near Featherbed Rock
_______________________________
Another drowning tragedy, the fourth
this year, occurred on the beach at
Seaham Harbour yesterday morning,
resulting in the death of Joseph Savage
(17), grocer’s assistant, son of Mr
William Savage, a miner, of 25 Stanley
Street, New Seaham.
Savage went as usual for a morning
swim near the Featherbed Rock.
Miss Irene Cooper, of North Battery,
Seaham Harbour, who was standing at
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the door of her home overlooking the
beach, saw Savage standing at the
water’s edge rubbing his legs vigorously
as though he had been seized with cold.
Miss Cooper went indoors and saw no
more of him.
Miss L. Jowitt, of Rock House,
Seaham Harbour, found Savage’s clothing on the beach and noticed that there
was no one about. She informed the
police and P.C. Marsden went to
investigate.
In the meantime, Mr Charles Irving,
of 10 South Railway Street, Seaham
Harbour, who had been walking on the
sands, discovered the body of Savage
at the water’s edge.
Constable Marsden applied artificial
Respiration for half an hour, but, when
Dr Hanson arrived he pronounced life
extinct.
(Sunderland Daily Echo and Shipping Gazette. Monday 03 October 1932. p. 6c.
www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk )

The same newspaper printed a report (5th October) on the coroner’s inquest into this
death and gives one further piece of information that confirms it is the correct Charles
IRVING, however spelt IRWIN, giving the same address but also his occupation as a
miner.
Life was about to take a difficult turn for Charles following the 1911 census. 1914 was
just around the corner and World War I was looming. Although he would have been
about 47 at the outbreak of the war, records show that Charles signed up in Seaham
Harbour and joined the Northumberland Fusiliers, 22nd Battalion (Tyneside Scottish).
There are no records to show when he joined but there are records to show that Charles
died of war wounds in France and Flanders on the 7th July 1916. His regiment no. is
listed as 22/1438 (UK, Soldiers Died in the Great War, 1914 – 1919).

Ancestry and Heirs

Page 16/46

4/2/2017

Figure 2: Imperial War Graves Commission Headstone Record for C A IRVING
(Reference: http://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead/casualty/353230/IRVING,%20CHARLES%20ARCHIBALD )

This record states that Charles died at the age of 40, but if you examine his date of birth
(1867) he was actually 49. There are two possible reasons for this, firstly a 9 can easily

Ancestry and Heirs

Page 17/46

4/2/2017

be written poorly and someone else could read it as a 0, or Charles lied about his age
when joining up. Conscription was not introduced until the Military Service Act was
passed in March 1916. This legislation applied to all single men between the ages of 18
and 41 who were eligible to fit e.g. fit enough. A further Act followed in May 1916 that
extended conscription to include married men. (ref: Living Heritage, Your Country Need You.
Conscripton: the First World War. http://www.parliament.uk/about/living-heritage/transformingsociety/privatelives/yourcountry/overview/conscription/.) With this

information it seems probable that Charles

lied about his age in his eagerness to serve his country.
The only other option is that this is not the correct Charles A IRVING. However this
option is disproved by a further military document, which again gives his age as 40 but
adds that the name of his wife is Ellen, however note that Ellen has already married
again:

Figure 3 : CWGC Grave Registration Report for Charles Archibald IRVING
(Ref: http://www.cwgc.org/fi nd-wa r-dea d/ca s ua l ty/353230/IRVING,%20CHARLES%20ARCHIBALD#ca rous el 2)

The records above show that Charles is buried in Seaham Harbour. This would indicate
that he was fatally injured but was able to be shipped back to England where he then
died of his injuries.
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Figure 3: Images of Seaham Harbour Cemetery, resting place of Charles Archibald IRVING
(http://www.cwgc.org/find-a-cemetery/cemetery/38015/SEAHAM%20CEMETERY)
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A Criminal Relative
Whilst searching the newspaper articles an article was sourced that evidences your halfblood great uncle Claude (see 1911 census above) did not have the high aspirations of
his father. In August 1932 he was sentenced to one month after being found guilty of
stealing from his aunt (Ellen’s sister) with whom he had been staying for a fortnight. He,
along with John Proctor, had stolen three watches, two chains and 5s 6d. Claude
admitted to his aunt he had stolen the items and this was then reported to the police.
The article concludes by stating that this was Proctor’s second conviction and Claude’s
third.

(Sunderland Daily Echo and Shipping Gazette. Friday 26 August 1932. p. 3g.

www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk.)

A year later he was in trouble again, this time intruding into a woman’s bedroom and
then attacking her:

Figure 4: Claude IRVING's descent into crime
st

(Sunderland Daily Echo and Shipping Gazette. Thursday 31 August 1933)
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The outcome of this case is found in a subsequent trial for stealing household goods in
1939:

Figure 5: Claude IRVING's descent into crime
th

(Sunderland Daily Echo and Shipping Gazette. Thursday 12 January 1939. p. 12b)

Claude’s life of crime had certainly come to end by the outbreak of WWII. He was a
merchant seaman and records show that he was serving on the SS Queensbury, when,
in 1941 it was sunk by enemy fire. The record below gives further details:
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Figure 6: Death Record for Henry Claude IRVING, 6th June 1941
(UK, Merchant Seaman Deaths, 1939 – 1953. www.ancestry.co.uk)

A description of the events that unfolded that night is found www.hm-services-ltd.com:
“In May 1941, the graceful motor ship MS Taurus (II) and the cavernous SS Queensbury
were sunk off Inverbervie in one convoy. Locals still remember the convoy stretching as
far as the eye could see to the north and the south. The attacks continued endlessly and once darkness fell the night sky was lit up by the flashes of explosions. Some locals
went up to the Bervie Braes (which look out over the sea) and watched the drama
unfolding far out at sea.
Today on the seabed up and down the east coast, 5-10 miles off the land, lie countless
shipwrecks, the sad legacy of this part of Britain’s maritime heritage.”
A further record of the attack can be found in Appendix I.
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A record on ancestry.com shows that he is listed on the UK, Shipping and Seamen WWI
and WWII Rolls of Honour, 1914 – 1945, a far change from his earlier life. The website
www.findagrave.com records that he is buried in Sunderland Cemetery.

Archibald Allen IRVING
Finding records for Archibald IRVING has been difficult, with only a mention of him on
his son’s wedding record so far. A marriage record for an Archibald IRVING was found
but this took place in Norfolk, which at first appearances would imply that this is not your
Alexander IRVING:
Marriage Record for Archibald IRVING
Name:

Archibald Irving

Gender:

Male

Birth Date:

1840

Marriage Date:

15 Jun 1861

Marriage Place:

Saint John The Evangelist, Kings Lynn, Norfolk

Spouse:

Harriett Friend

Reference: Marriages (PR) England. Kings Lynn, Norfolk. 15th June 1861. IRVING, Alexander and FRIEND,
Harriett. Collection: England, Select Marriages, 1538 – 1973. www.ancestry.co.uk : accessed 10th December
2016.

Yet could this record be correct? The 1881 census recorded that Charles IRVING was
staying with his Aunt Mary J FRIEND. A bit of research then unearthed that Mary J
FRIEND was the spouse of Henry FRIEND (Census 1891. Kings Lynn. ED. PN. 4126. P.
16.) The 1871 census shows Henry living with his father Charles Friend, born Cotton,
Suffolk. (Census 1871. Kings Lynn. ED.1. SN. 197. PN. 1863. P. 22.) A search was then
made for Harriett FRIEND in an earlier census to see if she shared a father with Henry.
This record was found in the 1851 census, Harriett was 12 and her parents are shown to
be Charles and Sarah. These would be your 3 x great grandparents. The census
evidences that Harriett was born in Kings Lynn and her father was born in Cotton,
Suffolk.
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A combination of these census records for the FRIEND line of your family show that they
had at least eight children: Charles (b.abt. 1835); Sarah (1836); Harriett (1839); Robert J
(1841); Jane (1846); John G (1848); Cleo (1850) and Henry (1854).
The marriage record gives a year of birth for Archibald so a further search was made of
the census, birth, second marriage and death records looking for both Archibald and his
wife, Harriett. No records could be found that could be specifically linked to either of
them.
To try to confirm the name of Archibald’s father, his certificate of marriage to Harriett was
purchased. This provides the following further information:


Archibald was 29 when he married



He was a seaman



His father was James Irving



James was also a seaman

Another record is the 1851 census which shows Archibald living as a lodger, aged 20, in
Durham, South Shields. This gives his occupation as a Mariner and shows his place of
birth as Lerwick, Scotland. His age would give an birth year of abt. 1831 which is a fairly
good match for his age on his marriage certificate. With the marriage certificate also
listing his occupation as a seaman, and no other records found, it would be justified to
link these two records together.
Archibald died in 1878, and the record gives his birth year as 1833 and his age as 45.
He could in fact have been up to two years older. He was buried at Southwick. The place
of death gives confirmation that it is the correct record. Note variation of the spelling of
IRVING:
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Death Record for Archibald IRVING
Name:

Archibald IRVIN

Gender:

Male

Age:

45

Birth Date:

1833

Death Place:

Southwick, Durham, England

Burial Date:

18 Aug 1878

Burial Place:

Southwick, Durham, England

Inferred Country:

Durham

FHL Film Number:

1885614

Reference: Deaths (CR) England. Southwick, Durham. 1878. IRVIN, Archibald. Collection: England, Select
Deaths and Burials, 1538 - 1991. http://www.ancestry.co.uk : accessed 12 February 2017.

James IRVING
James would be your great, great, great grandfather. As Archibald was born in the
Shetland Islands it would be logical that his father James was also born there. A search
was made for James’ birth and produced the following results:
1. James Irvin b. 10 Sept 1800 bapt. 11 Sept 1800

Tingwall, Shetland

2. James Irvin b. 22 Jan 1798

Tingwall, Shetland

bapt. 1798

With two so close together it is not possible at present with online records to distinguish
if either record is the correct one and therefore this line cannot be taken back any
further.
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Descendant Chart for James IRVING
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Pedigree Chart Harriett FRIEND
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Pedigree Chart, Margaret Fenwick STAFFORD
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IRVING Family Tree
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The
NAUGHERs
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Florence Naugher
Florence, your grandmother, was born in the third quarter of 1895 in Sunderland,
Durham. (England & Wales, Civil Registration, Birth Index, 1837 – 1915. Vol. 10a. p.
712). In early infancy she must have lost her father as the 1901 census shows her with
her mother, Mary F and a step-father, James McNAUGHTON. Mary and James have a
daughter of one month, Winifred. The other step-children are listed as:
Mary E

16

Arthur

13

Nora

10

Maggie

8

This shows that Florence had at least four full blood siblings. (1901 Census. Southwick,
Durham. ED. 20. SN. 41. PN. 4724. p. 8)
Ten years after this census the 1911 census finds Florence working as a servant for a
widowed newsagent, Elizabeth J HUNTER and her three children remaining in
Southwick, Durham. (Southwick, Durham, ED. 6, RD. 555. PN. 30240.)
Her marriage to James B S IRVING has already been recorded above and the next
record found for Florence is her death registration. There is only one death which
matches her year of birth and this is for December 1918 in Sunderland giving her age as
just 23.
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Death Record for Florence IRVING
Name:

Florence Irving

Birth Date:

abt. 1895

Registration Quarter:

Dec 1918

Age at Death:

23

Registration District

Sunderland

Inferred Country:

Durham

Volume:

10a

Page:

1472

Reference: Deaths (CR) England. Sunderland, Northumberland. December 1918. IRVING, Florence.
Collection: England & Wales, Civil Registration Death Index, 1916 – 2007. http://www.ancestry.co.uk :
accessed 02 January 2017.

To confirm is this was the correct Florence IRVING a search was made of burial records
on www.durhamrecordsonline.com and the following burial record was purchased:
Cemetery Registers, Sunderland District
Record Number: 1476647.12
Location: Southwick
Cemetery: Marley Pots Cemetery
Denomination: any
30 Nov 1918 Florence Irving, of 46 Cornhill Terrace West, age: 23, wife of James Irving
(soldier)

With the husband being stated as James IRVING, soldier it would appear to be correc t
meaning James was widowed at a young age with two small children. There is a strong
possibility that Florence died during the 1918 influenza pandemic that hit northern
England in late November 1918. Brought back by soldiers returning from the war. People
in their twenties and thirties were particularly vulnerable and death would occur quickly
from suffocation. (For more information see Appendix II).
A search was made to see if James B S IRVING had married again but there were too
many possible marriages to ascertain the correct one. His death certificate might give his
wife’s name if she was alive at the time of his death.
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Arthur NAUGHER
None of the records for Florence gave the name of her father but her mother’s name, on
the 1901 census, was shown to be Mary F. By using the record links on Ancestry it was
then possible to find Mary on the 1891 census where she is living with her first husband,
Arthur NAUGHER and the older children:

Census Record for Arthur NAUGHER 1891
Address

Name

Relationship
to Head of
House

Condition
as to
Marriage

Age at
last
birthday
F
M

Rank, Profession
or Occupation

Where born

15 Carley Rd
Southwick

Arthur
Naugher
Mary
do
Mary Ellen
do
Elizabeth
do

Head

M

29

Ship Caulker

Wife

M

Durham
Sunderland
do
do

Scholar

do
Southwick
London
Poplar

Arthur
do
Jane

Son

Sarah

do

28

Daur

6

Daur

5

3
1

Daur

1
mth
Abbreviations: M = married. do. = ditto. Daur = Daughter. mth = Month

Durham
Southwick
do
do
do

do

Reference:
Census. 1891. England. Sunderland, Durham. ED. 5a. PN. 4146. p. 36. http://www.ancestry.co.uk : accessed 02
January 2017.

Another family, the Clark’s were also living at the same address, Charles (24), Sarah
(19) and their 3 year-old daughter Clara Elizabeth.
As a caulker Arthur would have worked in sealing the gaps between the seams of the
boat with oakham which was primarily prepared by people in the workhouses. It was a
labour intensive occupation and an essential job for keeping boats afloat.
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Figure 8: A Caulker's seat and tool set
(Reference: http://www.sydnassloot.com/caulking.htm )

In 1857 Southwick had 12 shipyards on the north bank of the River Wear. There was
also a saw mill, two earthernware manufacturers and a crown glass and bottle
manufactory. This seems to be where many of your ancestors found employment. To
meet the labour demands Southwick saw an explosion of immigrants by 1851, with 3%
coming from Scotland and 8.5% coming from Ireland, resulting in 1:12 being Irish born.
(Dodds, G L. 2008. In the Shadow of the Yankee Settlement – Southwick in the years
1831 – 1881. http://www.sunderland-antiquarians.org/members-area/southwick-1831/)
I was unable to find a birth record for Arthur for about 1862 under the spelling of
Naugher, but there is a record for an Arthur NOHAR in the last quarter of 1861 in
Sunderland. As no further records could be found for an Arthur NOHAR and the spelling
is a phonetical variant I think this record is the correct one. (England & Wales, Civil
Registration Birth Index, 1837 – 1915. Vol. 10a. p. 33). As he was born after the 1861
census the next record for Arthur is the 1871 census which gives the following
information:
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Census Record for Arthur NAUGHER 1871
Address

Name

Relationship
to Head of
House

Cornhill
Southwick

Arthur
Head
Nagher
Bridget
Wife
do
Jane
Daur
do
Bridget
Daur
do
Arthur
Son
do
John
Son
do
James
Son
do
Abbreviations: M = married. do. = ditto. Daur =

Condition
as to
Marriage

Age at
last
birthday
F
M

Rank, Profession
or Occupation

Where born

Mar

42

Unable to read

Ireland

Mar

37

Unm

15

Unm

14

do
Working at ?

Durham
Sunderland
do
do

9

Scholar

do

do

7

do

do

do

2

do

do

do

Daughter. Unm = Single

Reference:
Census. 1871. England. Sunderland, Durham. ED. 4. SN: 211. PN. 5019. p. 40. http://www.ancestry.co.uk :
accessed 02 January 2017.

It is worth noting that the census record has another variant spelling, this time NAGHER,
but place and age match.
By 1881 Arthur is the oldest child at home with his parents, aged 19. John is also there
(16) and both he, Arthur and their father are working as general labourers. The family
has grown by two more children, William (7) and Peter (5). They are living at 3 James
Street, Bishopwearmouth which no longer appears to exist.
His marriage record shows a middle name of Joseph and records that Arthur Joseph
NAUGHER married Mary FARGIE in the second quarter of 1885 in Sunderland,
(England & Wales, Civil Registration Marriage Index, 1837 – 1915. Vol. 10a. p. 834) and
it did not take long for them to start their family. In fact the birth record for Mary Ellen
shows she was born in the second quarter of 1884 (England & Wales, Civil Registration
Birth Index, 1837 – 1915. Vol. 10a. p. 749) and Mary might well have been pregnant
with Elizabeth when they married. The 1891 census has already been transcribed
above, giving details of these children.
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Sadly married life was not to last long for this couple as Arthur died in 1897. His exact
date of death can be ascertained from a memoriam notice posted in the local paper by
his widow one year later:
NAUGHER – In loving memory of Arthur the
beloved husband of Mary Naugher, who departed
this life February the 18th, 1897. He sleeps in
Jesus, free from pain, Our loss, though great, to
him is gain; Beloved by all who knew him here.
And to his friends none more dear; Yet hope
through Jesus Christ is given. That soon they’ll
meet with him in heaven. Gone, but not forgotten
by his loving wife and family.
Sunderland Daily Echo and Shipping Gazetter. Friday 18 February 1898. p.2F

Durham Records online database provide the following information giving details of his
age, occupation and place of burial:
Cemetery Registers, Sunderland District - Record Number: 216270.12
Location: Southwick
Cemetery: Marley Pots Cemetery
Denomination: any
21 Feb 1897 Arthur Naugher, of 10 Edward Burdess Street, age: 35, Caulker
Part of this road still exists and if you look on google maps you will get an idea of the
house your ancestors lived in. However note that Burdess is actually spelt Burdis should
you do a search. From the look of the street it would appear that part of it has been
demolished for new builds and Arthur would have lived in the part that no longer exists.
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Arthur Naugher
This Arthur is your great, great grandfather and according to the 1871 census above, he
was born in Ireland, about 1829 and married to Bridget who was also Irish, born about
1834.
He first appears in the records on the 1851 census where he is residing in Henry Street,
Dawdon, Durham, as a lodger with Thomas and Amy DOUGHTY (transcribed as
DROUGHT). Arthur’s surname has been written as NOCKER by the enumerator and
you will see that his name had many variations given to it during his lifetime. The census
shows that he was earning a living as labourer in a tinder yard. Place of birth is Ireland
and his age is listed as 22 which would fit with a year of birth of 1829. (Census. 1851.
England. Easington, Durham. ED. 16a. SN. 252. PN. 2392. P. 59).
Three years later Arthur marries Bridget RAFFERTY in the third quarter of 1854. This
time his surname has changed to KNOCKER. (England & Wales, Civil Registration
Marriage Index. 1837 – 1915. Sunderland, Durham. Vol. 10a. p. 481). If you think of how
NAUGHER would sound in a strong Irish accent then it is easy to see how his name was
mis-transcibed by record documenters.
The 1861 census shows that Arthur has started a family with Bridget:

Census Record for Arthur NAUGHER 1861
Address

Name

Relationship
to Head of
House

Condition
as to
Marriage

Age at
last
birthday
F
M

Rank, Profession
or Occupation

Where born

20 New Hope
Street

Arthur
Nagher
Bridget
do

Head

Marr

33

Labourer Iron
Works

Ireland

Wife

Mar

27

Jane Ann
6
Daur
Unm
do
Bridget
4
Daur
Unm
do
John
Son
2
do
William
Boarder
Unm
24
Woods
Abbreviations: Marr = married. do. = ditto. Daur = Daughter. Unm = Single

do
Working at ?

do
Labourer Iron
Works

Durham Bishop
Wearmouth
do
Seaham
do
Sunderland
Ireland

Reference:
Census. 1861. England. Sunderland, Durham. ED. 5. SN: 189. PN. 3766. p. 35. http://www.ancestry.co.uk :
accessed 02 January 2017.
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Census Record for Arthur NAUGHER 1881
Address

Name

Relationship
to Head of
House

Condition
as to
Marriage

Age at
last
birthday
F
M

Rank, Profession
or Occupation

Where born

3 James Street

Arthur
Naugher
Bridget
do

Head

Marr

48

General Labour

Ireland

Wife

Mar

Matthew
Son
do
John
Son
do
William
Son
do
Peter
Son
do
Abbreviations: Marr = married. do. = ditto.

46

do
do

Durham
S’land
do
do

7

Scholar

do

do

5

Labourer Iron
Works

do

do

19
16

Reference:
Census. 1881. England. Sunderland, Durham. ED. 12a. PN. 4989. p. 22. http://www.ancestry.co.uk : accessed
09 January 2017.

The 1891 census shows that Arthur has been widowed and is living at 3 Crescent Row,
Bishopwearmouth with his two youngest sons. He is still working at the age of 54, as a
gasworks labourer and his sons, William (17) and Peter (15) are apprentice rivetters.
(Census. 1891. England. Bishopwearmouth. ED. 12. PN. 4129. p.33). This means
Bridget died between 1881 and 1891 but I was unable to find a death record for her on
either Ancestry or Durham online records.
The final record for Arthur prior to his death was on the 1901 census. At this time he has
moved in to his daughter Bridget FLOOD, a widow herself with seven children. Arthur is
back at 20 Hope Street (the ‘New’ seems to have been dropped). Peter has also moved
in with his sister. It is the relationship box that identifies the relationships within the
family, naming Bridget as Head, Arther as Father and Peter as Brother. Arthur at 70
years of age is still working as a gas works labourer and Peter is now finished his
apprenticeship and is working as a rivetter. His nephew James (18) his sister’s eldest
son, is working as a rivetter’s mate so perhaps they are working together (Census. 1901.
England. Bishopwearmouth. ED. 04. PN. 4705. p.46).
His death record is transcribed below:
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Death Record for Arthur NAUGHER
Name:

Arthur Naugher

Birth Date:

abt. 1842

Registration Year:

1907

Registration Quarter:

Oct-Nov-Dec

Age at Death:

65

Registration District

Sunderland

Inferred Country:

Durham

Volume:

10a

Page:

377

Reference: Deaths (CR) England. Sunderland, Northumberland. 4th Quarter 1907. NAUGHER, Arthur.
Collection: England & Wales, Civil Registration Death Index, 1837 – 1915. http://www.ancestry.co.uk :
accessed 09/01/2017.

What is immediately apparent is that there is a discrepancy with his age. His burial
record from Durham Records Online gives further information:
Cemetery Registers, Sunderland District - Record Number: 1318928.12
Location: Bishopwearmouth
Cemetery: Bishopwearmouth Cemetery
Denomination: any
14 Oct 1907 Arthur Naugher, of 20 Hope Street, age: 65, labourer
Firstly the age matches that of the death registration record, but the address is the same
as the one on the 1901 census which records Arthur as being 70. In fact he was more
likely to have been 72 giving his actual age at death was 78!
Trying under 1829 and 1842 (the year he would have been born if he was 65 when he
died,give a few years either side) I was unable to a birth record for Arthur. It was also
impossible to find a record for his wife as the name is so common and the county in
Ireland is unknown. This is unsurprising as many Irish records have not yet been
transcribed. The Ireland Archives are also now online and have many records available
but there was no record here either for Arthur.
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Pedigree Chart, Florence NAUGHER
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Conclusion
It has not been possible to trace your paternal ancestors back as far as your maternal
ancestors but it has been possible to trace back to the early 1800s. As well as your New
Zealand ancestors you now have evidence of Irish and Scottish ancestry. You also have
ancestors who gave their lives for England by serving in both World Wars. There is also
sadness with Florence’s early death.
What is also apparent is that your paternal family became very much settled in the
County Durham. They worked hard and none were found in the work house, with
evidence that younger members of the family did look after their elder parents. Like
before you have a family line to be proud of.
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Recommendations for Further Research



Purchase death certificate for James Benjamin IRVING



Contact Imperial War Museum for Charles Archibald IRVING’s Army record



Obtain a record of medals earned by Claude Henry IRVING from the National
Archives at http://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/D4344614 Records
can be downloaded for £3.45.



Purchase death certificate for Florence IRVING to ascertain if she did die from
the influenza epidemic of 1918



Visit Sunderland, Durham and surrounding areas, such as Bishopwearmouth and
Seaham to see where your ancestors lived



Think about contacting an Auckland local radio station to see if they would put
out a call from the children/stepchildren of Mabel Rachel Duke IRVING to see if
you can make contact with them
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Appendix I – Narrative Report of the Sinking of SS Shrewsbury
PETER RYAN 1917 –1941 Served as cook on board SS Shrewsbury during World War
2. Killed by enemy action 12 Feb 1941.
NARRATIVE REPORT OF INTERVIEW WITH MR. C. D. SIMMS THIRD OFFICER OF
THE S S SHREWSBURY SHIPPING CASUALITES SECTION TRADE DIVISION 15
MARCH 1941
Mr. Sims: “We were bound on board SS Shrewsbury from Freetown, Sierra Leone to
Oban Scotland with 7,500 tons of wheat and linseed. We were armed with a 4 inch gun,
a Hotchkiss gun and one Holman projector. I do not know what happened to the
confidential books. The crew number, including the Master, was 45, of whom I think the
Chief Engineer, all the firemen except one, the cook4 and the galley boy were killed, four
were injured and 26 are missing. The ship was degaussed but the apparatus was not
working.
We left Freetown on 30th January, sailing in convoy SLS64. We proceeded without
incident until 0600 on 12th February, when in position 36.46N 20.12W we were struck by
a shell from an enemy raider. There was a heavy swell at the time, the weather was
hazy with the visibility of 2 – 3 miles. I was in bed at the time and when I came out of my
room I saw the cruiser at about 4 points on our starboard bow firing at us, at a distance
of 300-400yards. She was firing with her main armament forward, but I do not know if
she was using her aft guns. There were twin guns in the turret working independently.
She seemed to be firing in threes at four to five minute intervals. The cruiser was sailing
up and down at a speed of about 12 knots. It had a monoplane aft. Her funnel was
streamlined with the fore end built up to protect the bridge from smoke.
The gunner and 1st Engineer were on deck at the time and at first they thought it was
one of our ships as we were expecting to rendezvous. The first shot from the enemy
cruiser hit us, smashing our funnel and port lifeboat. When I got on board they were
lowering the starboard jolly boat. The forward raft was got away and I was sent to get a
raft over from the gun platform. This I did and 1 called for anybody to come and get on it,
and the 3rd Engineer, 4th Engineer and an Army Gunner got away from the ship on this
raft. Whilst on this raft the ship was torpedoed and sank almost immediately. After this
when we had been about six hours on the raft we picked up a Greek, the 2nd Officer
from the PERSEUS, named Georgius Galleous. We were on the raft for about 36 hours
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until we were picked up by an HM ship and landed at Greenock, Scotland on 10th
February. The one lifeboat that got away was hit by a shell and blown in half, so I am
afraid that all the men in this boat must have been killed. After the cruiser, which I think
was of the HIPPER class, had sunk our ship she went off to the N.E. at a speed of about
30 knots.
Reference:
http://www.penarthryans.org/documents/Peter_Ryan_1917_1941_War_documents.pdf
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Appendix II – Influenza Pandemic
The Spanish Flu pandemic of 1918
By Ben Johnson
"I had a little bird
its name was Enza
I opened the window,
And in-flu-enza."
(1918 children’s playground rhyme)
The ‘Spanish Flu’ pandemic of 1918 was one of the greatest medical disasters of the 20t h
century. This was a global pandemic, an airborne virus which affected every continent.

It was nicknamed ‘Spanish flu’ as the first reported cases were in Spain. As this was during World
War I, newspapers were censored (Germany, the United States, Britain and France all had media
blackouts on news that might lower morale) so although there were influenza (flu) cases
elsewhere, it was the Spanish cases that hit the headlines. One of the first casualties was the
King of Spain.
Although not caused by World War I, it is thought that in the UK, the virus was spread by soldiers
returning home from the trenches in northern France. Soldiers were becoming ill with what was
known as ‘la grippe’, the symptoms of which were sore throats, headaches and a loss of appetite.
Although highly infectious in the cramped, primitive conditions of the trenches, recovery was
usually swift and doctors at first called it "three-day fever".
The outbreak hit the UK in a series of waves, with its peak at the end of WW1. Returning from
Northern France at the end of the war, the troops travelled home by train. As they arrived at the
railway stations, so the flu spread from the railway stations to the centre of the cities, then to the
suburbs and out into the countryside. Not restricted to class, anyone could catch it. Prime Minister
David Lloyd George contracted it but survived. Some other notable survivors included the
cartoonist Walt Disney and Kaiser Willhelm II of Germany.
Young adults between 20 and 30 years old were particularly affected and the disease struck and
progressed quickly in these cases. Onset was devastatingly quick. Those fine and healthy at
breakfast could be dead by tea-time. Within hours of feeling the first symptoms of fatigue, fever
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and headache, some victims would rapidly develop pneumonia and start turning blue, signalling a
shortage of oxygen. They would then struggle for air until they suffocated to death.
Hospitals were overwhelmed and even medical students were drafted in to help. Doctors and
nurses worked to breaking point, although there was little they could do as there were no
treatments for the flu and no antibiotics to treat the pneumonia.
During the pandemic of 1918/19, over 50 million people died worldwide and a quarter of the
British population were affected. The death toll was 228,000 in Britain alone. Global mortality rate
is not known, but is estimated to have been between 10% to 20% of those who were infected.
More people died of influenza in that single year than in the four years of the Black Death
Bubonic Plague from 1347 to 1351.
By the end of pandemic, only one region in the entire world had not reported an outbreak : an
isolated island called Marajo, located in Brazil's Amazon River Delta.
Reference: http://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryUK/HistoryofBritain/The -Spanish-Flu-pandemic -of1918/
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